
 

What Raise the Age Means For You 
 

On July 1, 2019, South Carolina’s laws will change to keep most youth under eighteen out of 
adult court.  Here are 8 key changes to the law you should know.  

 
 

● Most 17-year-olds who are alleged to have broken the law on or after July 1, 2019 will be 
sent to family court instead of adult court (circuit court).  
 

● The law excludes 17-year-olds charged with serious felonies that carry a sentence of 
fifteen years or more.  
 

● 17-year-olds are able to be charged with status offenses such as running away and 
incorrigibility on and after July 1, 2019. 
  

● 17-year-olds can not be charged with truancy for extended absences from school 
because the law did not change the compulsory attendance statute.  
 

● 17-year-olds with cases pending in circuit (adult) court before July 1, 2019 will remain in 
adult court.  The new law applies only to youth who commit offenses on or after July 1, 
2019.  
 

● 16-year-olds charged with serious felonies will no longer start in adult court.  All youth 
16-years-old and younger will start in family court.  
 

● Family Court judges will have the power to transfer 14, 15, 16, and 17-year-olds to adult 
court after a hearing.  
 

● The South Carolina Constitution still requires that youth detained in a detention center or 
jail while under age 17 are held separately from youth 17 or older. As a result, some 
17-year-olds will still be held in jails. Other 17-year-olds might be held in juvenile 
detention centers, but separately from youth under 17.  

 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: THIS IS NOT LEGAL ADVICE AND CANNOT BE CITED AS LEGAL 
AUTHORITY. CONSULT WITH AN ATTORNEY IF YOUTH ARE INVOLVED IN A JUVENILE 
OR CRIMINAL CASE.  

For more information visit: www.raisetheagesc.com or contact Tracey Tucker at 
ttucker@cfyj.org.  
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